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The resolution farther urged that no concession should be made to Princes in the
course of negotiations now going on as regards the establishment of the Federation
which was calculated to increase still more the powers of Princes at the sxpense
of the Federal Government.
Mr. Venkatarama Sastri, moving the resolution, referred to the omission of
Dominion Status as the goal of India's aspirations, in the Act. He said that there
were various safeguards in the Act for commercial interests and the services of
Britishers which attitude the Liberals had so often criticised.
Referring to the Congress, Mr. Sastri said that a large majority had come to the con-
clusion that they must go to the Councils. They had kept the office acceptance issue
in abeyance till after the elections The Liberals' attitude was clear for acceptance
of offices and the people now opposed to acceptance of offices, were those who
carried Socialist propaganda in the country and who were really in a hopeless mino-
rity. He was sure that the vast majority on the whole, and in Madras particularly,
would vote for office acceptance. The working of Reforms would go on merrily
while attempts to wreck them would throw power in the hands of the Government
and add to their worries. On the other hand, if the wreckers succeed in their
attempts, they would take centuries to achieve their end. The speaker warned that
the Governors of Provinces should not interfere with the work of Ministers and if
they unnecessarily did so, Ministers should resign.
Seconding the resolution, Dr. Paranjpye said that it would be the responsibility
of Ministers to see that Governors did not thwart their progress, since they would be
responsible for anv mischief done and consequently they should always carry their
resignations in their pockets. But they should have no axe of their own to grind.
The resolution was unanimously passed.
Economic Development
Pandit H. N, Kunzru moved a resolution that, in view of the keenly distressing
poverty of the mass of people in India and the acute state of unemployment,
specially among the ed ucated middle-class, the Federation was convinced of the
necessity of bold and far-reaching measures of social and economic amelioration
which would recognise the legitimate rights of all^ classes. Such measures alone
would ensure ordered progress and avert anything in the nature of a revolution,
disastrous to all. The resolution emphasised the imperative need for the widest
diffusion of educati on, agricultural improvement, industrial development and commer-
cial expansion.
Pandit H, N. Kunzru emphasised the need for developing small indigenous
industries. Villagers should be strong to stand on their ovrn feet and that could be
attained if they could understand how to cure it. This could be achieved by educa-
tion. He pleaded the spread of education and strongly deprecated the move to
restrict higher education. His party did not believe in making impossible sugges-
tions nor would it make suggestions that w ould result in class war.
Rai Rajeswar Bali, seconding, assured the house that Zamindars and Taluidars
were willing to concede legitimate rights to their tenants, fle warned villagers
against high sounding promises of a certain, party. The resolution was passed.
Higher Education
Another resolution adopted by the Fedemtion ^viewed with concern the tendency
manifested in certain quarters to curtail opportunities available to the Indian yoath
for receiving higher education.
Speaking on the resolution, Sir Ghimanlal Setalvad stated that the restriction
on higher education were detrimental to British rule. If they wanted to restrict^
the result would be that instead of having educated unemployed they would have
uneducated unemployed. He pleaded for fostering new industries and those that
existed.
Army Policy
Mr. P. N. Sapru   moved   a resolution   by   which t the Federation condemned tfee
eoatmued unresponsiveness of the  Oovermnent   to the   repeated demand for nationa-
lisation of   the   Army   in   India   by rapid   increase   of the facilities for
Indians as officers   and   the   gradual,   bat steady,   redaction of tae British
The Government's unfavourable attitude   was   more   objectionable   ss tfee
ladia to self-goyernment was held up   on   tfee plea   of the uareadiisess of
for   tl*e   defence   of   the